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Your newsletter.
If you read the County Reporter or Lennox Herald, you are probably aware of the reduction in services at the Resource Centres in Alexandria & Clydebank. These centres were funded mainly by West Dunbartonshire Council, but also by a number of other organisations which make up West Dunbartonshire Community Planning Partnership, including Scottish Enterprise, Jobcentre Plus, Strathclyde Police and Strathclyde Fire & Rescue. Due to concerns about the cost of maintaining the services on offer, the Partnership decided to dramatically reduce the facilities on offer. This resulted in the non renewal of the contracts of the paid staff, a reduction in opening hours from daily to twice weekly, and the free copying allocation being severely cut.
For more than a year, the Association had been utilising the facilities at the Alexandria centre, with the layout of the newsletter being prepared by one of the now redundant staff, and the printing being carried out for us at the centre, the only cost to us being to supply some paper when we exceeded our quarterly allocation. However, under the new arrangements, there is no graphic design service, and we would only be able to receive a maximum of fifty copies of the newsletter.
We examined the possibility of having it produced commercially, but the cost for each issue would have been around £200, which we could not justify. As we also need to print other items, e.g. constitutions, fliers for social events, and all the material for the AGM, the committee decided that we would purchase a printer capable of coping with our requirements, but within a budget which we could justify. This newsletter has been produced on it, and we hope you are satisfied with the results.  

Ground Maintenance Fee Debtors

In a previous newsletter we indicated that we would pursue those residents who have failed to pay the annual charge. Those with arrears from 2007/8 and 2008/9 will be dealt with by Charles White, and if they fail to pay will find themselves the subject of court action in due course. There were 52 who owed money for 2006/7 and previous, and the Association decide to pursue these directly, as Charles White, who had not been involved at that time, felt that they would not be able to enforce them. They were, however, able to recover a few as a result of property sales.
This resulted in a great deal of time and effort being expended, the first step being an invoice from the Association, with the warning that non payment would result in the debt being passed to a debt collection agency. This resulted in five recoveries, and the remainder were passed to Alex M Adamson, the debt collection company. They were able to recover a further eight. Their advice to us was that we might be best advised to write off the remainder, but we decided that we owed it to the majority of residents, who do not try to evade payment, to continue. We decided to take action in the Small Claims Court against them, where we were satisfied that there was a genuine possibility of recovery, and copies of our proposed action were sent to each debtor. The result was that ten paid up, rather than go to court. The remainder were then referred to the Sheriff Clerks office, and after the court papers were served on them five decided to pay, but, having let the matter proceed to that stage, they also had to pay the costs incurred by us in taking the case to court, £44.00. To date decrees have been issued in two cases, and a further three are still in the process. We are still making enquiries to establish the ownership of some properties. Unfortunately, we did discover that some of the debtors are no longer on the estate, and there have been some repossessions, where we have no realistic prospects of recovery.

What we do want to emphasise is that, wherever possible, we are not prepared to let anyone evade payment. Our annual charge is small, and there is no excuse for non payment. If you have failed to pay your charges, you will be pursued. The charge to raise a small claims action has now risen from £44.00 to £60.00, and this is automatically added to the debt. Details of a decree are sent to all of the credit reference agencies.

Lennox Herald.
Those of you who read that newspaper?, will no doubt have read the front page article in the edition of 26th. September, where a couple of residents who think they should be exempt from paying their annual charge, and that the rest of us should subsidise them, were allowed to voice a series of unjustified and inaccurate allegations against the committee and our efforts to collect outstanding ground maintenance charges, as described in the previous article. What is equally distasteful is the conduct of the paper, in trying to elicit information about the small claims actions, without making us aware of the complaints they had received. Having failed to gain this information from us, the reporter resorted to trying to obtain the information from staff in the Sheriff Clerk’s office, without success. While we obviously do not condone non payment, the matter is still the private business of the Association.
We were afforded the opportunity to set the record straight in the following week’s edition, and the response has been generally very favourable, with people from across the district expressing their surprise that we can maintain the estate on just £50 a year, and sharing our disgust that some people would still try to evade payment. Far from being deterred by such criticism, this sort of irresponsible action just makes us all the more determined that we will recover every possible pound we are owed. 
Beechwood In Bloom

The sun shone on the 24th. of July this year, making for a very pleasant walk around our estate for Councillor John Millar, our very enthusiastic and independent  judge. A total of 30 gardens had been short-listed for scrutiny this year, and John was very impressed with the overall care taken by our residents, altogether a very rewarding task to undertake. First prize, a…………………. went to Mr & Mrs Varley, 38 Broomhill Crescent, for a beautiful blue and white theme created by Rosemary. Second prize winners, who received a…………………….. were Mr & Mrs Fisher of 128 Broomhill Crescent, for thoughtful design. The recipients of the third prize, a………………………… were Mr & Mrs Bell, 126 Beechwood Drive, for a lovely cottage garden style. Highly commended, and the recipients of a bottle of wine, were Mr & Mrs Clark of 165 Broomhill Crescent, for their lovingly tended garden, not forgetting their young grandson Jordan who loves to help them.
This year all our winners received a lovely certificate, designed and produced by Catherine Marsh, and the top three prizes were donated by our ground maintenance contractors, Murdoch Gardening Services. Lomond Home & Pet Care donated the remaining prize. My thanks to goes to Alistair Sweet for his unstinting help. Here’s to next year, and happy gardening everyone.
Margaret Reid

Roads update

I have been trying for months to obtain from West Dunbartonshire Council some assurance as to when Murroch Crescent and Broomhill Crescent will be resurfaced. I have recently been informed that they have been trying to obtain that same information from the contractors, who are bound to relay the surface under their guarantee. The bad weather throughout the summer has been blamed for the work not having been carried out, and a succession of promised dates have come and went. I have now been told by an official at the roads department that the latest promise is for late October. However, I have been assured that, if they fail to appear then, the work will be carried out by the council’s own roads department, with the cost being charged to the contractor. One way or another, we should see some action before too long. The pavements which have been earmarked for repair would not be done at that time, they still wish the contractor to apply a complete overlay, and are prepared to wait for them to do this. 

A council official will also inspect the repairs which were carried out by a contractor at the foot of Beechwood Drive, and which are already breaking up.

Richard Elder

Thousands & Thousands

Well, 3,800 to be precise. That’s the number of daffodil bulbs to be planted on the estate this autumn, so that we can all look forward to some colour in the spring.

The contractor is presently working his way through a list of jobs. These include the repair and cleaning of intersecting footpaths for which the Association is responsible, and the trimming of trees and bushes. The go ahead has also been given for the construction of a short path at the rear of the Beechwood shops. The path will connect our estate to the extensive path network which leads up to Pappert Well etc. This will be great for all the dog walkers and for those who just like a ramble in the hills.
Some fencing, as you enter the estate, has been found to be our responsibility. It is in a poor state of repair, and will be replaced in the near future.

A landscape designer has been engaged to provide drawings for the proposed work at the lower entrance to the estate.

The last 10 day grass cut and litter collection before the winter will soon be carried out. Litter collection during the winter months will be less frequent. To those who throw their litter everywhere and anywhere, I would say, please take it home, or put it in the litter bins, otherwise the place will start to look like the aftermath of a music festival!
If anyone has any complaints, or suggestions regarding future works, please feel free to get in touch. Now I know that not everyone is happy to pay the £50 annual fee, but I firmly believe that, through the work of the committee, value for money is most certainly achieved.

Ian Fisher, Contracts Co-ordinator

Tel. 606208 e-mail lhpc@blueyonder.co.uk 

Going online

Committee member Catherine Marsh is in the process of setting up an Association website.

In the fairly near future you will be able to go to www.the-bwra.org and keep up to date with what is happening on the estate.
