May newsletter
AGM
This year’s AGM took place on 26th. February, and, after an improved turnout last year, it was extremely disappointing to again be reduced to phoning around to obtain the twenty property representation that allowed the meeting to proceed. Now we are well aware that most of the residents are satisfied with the running of the Association, and with the maintenance of the estate-we have been told that on many occasions. However, that satisfaction translates into apathy, and that apathy could hasten the day when the few residents who are carrying the burden decide that enough is enough, and the entire running of the estate is put in the hands of factors. Then your £50 annual charge could well become £200, will you still be as apathetic then, when it is too late?

In the post meeting post mortem, it was agreed that we had to take action to ensure that this situation does not occur again. We have taken the decision not to use Highdykes School for next year’s meeting, and the venue will possibly be the Rugby Club. The plan is to follow the meeting with a social evening, cheese and wine followed by a quiz is one suggestion on the table. At least then, if no-one else turns up the rest of us can get p*****!
In the course of the meeting, amendments to the constitution were approved, as was the committee’s recommendation that the annual ground maintenance charge should remain at £50. A copy of the constitution, which should hopefully now require no further amendment in the foreseeable future, is enclosed with your newsletter, as is a copy of the financial statement for the year to 31st. December 2008.

The following committee was elected: Office Bearers: Chair, Tom Keatley, Vice Chair, Margaret Reid, Secretary, Richard Elder, Treasurer, Margaret Marshall, Contracts Co-ordinator, Ian Fisher, and Social Convenor, Beverly Toner. The general members are, Alastair Sweet, who is also Minute Secretary and assistant Contracts Co-ordinator, Annemarie Rice, who is assistant Social Convenor, John Murray, Catherine Marsh, Tom Neufeld, Rob Goodall, Paul Fletcher, Pauline Moffat, Kate Toner and Ann Opfer.  
Secretary’s Report

Where your money goes.

By now you should all have received your invoice for the 2009/10 ground maintenance charge. Most of you will be aware of the purposes to which it is put, but as many who have more recently came to live on the estate may not be, the following should provide an explanation. All of the communal grassed areas are owned by the Association, as are a number of paths and stairs, and the cost of all maintenance of these is paid for from your annual charge. The obvious maintenance is the grass cutting and shrub trimming, but what is less obvious is the work done to maintain the paths etc., where safety is an important issue. We have to keep them free from slime etc., ensure that the surfaces are in good condition, and do not present any accident risk, for, although we have public liability insurance, this will only be valid if we properly maintain everything we own.

Your money also pays for the removal of litter throughout the estate. While the local authority is responsible for collection from the roads and pavements, the rest of the estate is our responsibility. Imagine what it would look like if we did not have it done!

The enclosed financial statement shows that we have a healthy surplus, although accounts which have been submitted since 31st. December have reduced it quite a bit. It is always essential that we keep a good reserve to allow for large, unexpected expenditure, but we did feel that we could afford to utilise much of this surplus to improve the estate. The committee has approved expenditure of up to £10,000 for landscaping work at the lower entrance to Beechwood Drive and other projects, these should greatly enhance the appearance of the estate. 
Local newspapers

It has always been good advice not to believe everything you read in the papers, but you could usually rely on local ones to present an accurate picture. Sadly, this is no longer the case. Twice in recent months the Association has been approached by local papers, and twice we have been the victim of irresponsible journalism. On one occasion, the reporter not only misrepresented what had been said, but attributed some quotes to the wrong person. When a “clarification” was printed a couple of weeks later, all the quotes, including ones which had never been made, were attributed to another source!

 Misrepresentation of the facts has the potential to create a rift between some residents and the committee members, and we cannot allow this to happen. Our first reaction was that we should decline to speak to them, but since what they don’t know, they often just make up, we decided on a procedure which may provide a solution. Association office bearers will only provide written responses to prepared questions, and when the subject is contentious, the responses will be ran past the whole committee before being submitted. It is a sad reflection on the state of local journalism that we feel obliged to take these steps, but if that is what it takes to be accurately quoted, then so be it. Even then I would’nt bet on it!   
Letter to the editor.

Honesty & integrity are alive and well in Beechwood!

While walking my dog one morning I inadvertently dropped my wallet, and went off golfing unaware that it was lost. Fortunately for me a very honest resident was walking her dog down the farm road, not her usual route, but thankfully one she decided to take that morning. The lady found my wallet and details, and phoned my wife, who phoned me to make sure it was mine, and on her way to work this kind lady even dropped it off to me.  I had, of course, returned home when I received this disconcerting news.
I was very grateful, because, as this happened just before Christmas, the consequences could have been dire! The lady would accept no recompense, but when pressed suggested that I make a donation to the Scottish SPCA at Milton, which I happily did.

My heartfelt thanks once again to this very honest lady.

From a grateful resident.

NeighbourhoodWatch

Last year we asked for volunteers to resurrect the neighbourhood watch scheme, but only one person showed interest. If the apathy was down to the low level of problems on the estate, it is fairly understandable. However, sadly, these past months have seen an increase in crime and disorder, with housebreakings and vandalism, and we can no longer be complacent. An active neighbourhood watch can provide a useful link between the residents and the police. About six co-ordinators, spread around the estate, would enable it to get off the ground. If you are interested in getting involved please contact the secretary.

Daffodils

Against all the odds, the daffodils which were planted at various locations provided some welcome spring colour, as can be seen in the photos. Some, however, were the victim of vandalism, as can also be seen, having been trampled or kicked down. Some residents also thought it was quite OK to pick them, one when challenged responded with a tirade of foul language! Some were even damaged by council workers walking right through them, despite the fact that they should not even have been on the estate. Despite this, we will probably extend the planting this year, but we may have to be more selective about where they are planted.  
Dog Fouling

One problem which never goes away is the dog mess which blights the grassed areas throughout the estate. While there are many responsible owners, who always pick up, there are also many who could not care less. When on the roads and pavements dogs should always be kept on a lead, but too many are allowed to run loose. How can you possibly see what your dog is doing when it is 50 metres behind you? Recently there have also been cases of dogs being allowed to run about the estate completely unattended, it appears they are being put out in the morning and left to roam at will. If this applies to you, be advised that the dog wardens have been informed, and your dog may well be rounded up and removed.
Past appeals to scoop the poop have failed to achieve any success with some owners, so we are now forced to involve the dog wardens to try to catch some of the offenders. If caught, you are liable to an on the spot fine, so how about showing some social responsibility, bags for picking up the mess are free, and there are plenty of bins into which to put it.

Social Events

Over the past year and a half, social convenor Beverly Toner, ably assisted by Annemarie Rice, has organised a number of very enjoyable evenings, including a quiz night, a race night and the Halloween night. Their efforts, however, have not always met with the interest that they deserve, which must be quite discouraging. In the past, previous social convenors have lost heart, and given up. Bev and Annemarie are made of sterner stuff, and take it on the chin, but it would be great to see more of the residents coming along and showing support.  The next event will be another quiz night, and with a top prize of £80 for the winning team, it is surely worth the effort. Come along,  make some new friends, have an enjoyable night, and maybe even go home with the money!
Contract Co-ordinator’s Report

Murdoch Gardening Services are the main contractor for the estate maintenance once more. On being awarded the contract, the proprietor bought a new type of mower which he is using on the less steep areas of grass. This mower cuts the grass into tiny pieces, effectively doing away with the unsightly lines of grass previously evident.

More paths within the estate, for which the Association are responsible, have been cleared up, and one verge improved.

I continue to press WDC for more litter/dog fouling bins, and have asked that they provide additional house number signs for Beechwood Drive, as have been provided for Broomhill and Murroch. The council hopes that Ringway, who carried out the failed road resurfacing work, will be back to do it properly this summer. I have also repeatedly asked the council to repair dangerous stairs within the estate. Hopefully this will have been completed by the time you get this newsletter.

Feel free to contact me re. any maintenance issues on 606208, or lhpc@blueyonder.co.uk  If it is urgent, and I am not available, contact  Alastair Sweet on 710963 or sweetalastair@yahoo.co.uk 
Ian Fisher (Contracts Co-ordinator)

Another load of old rubbish!

As our contribution to the Keep Scotland Beautiful campaign, Ian Fisher again organised a clear up of an area popular with the estate’s walkers, this time the area off Broomhill Crescent on both sides of the farm track. Large quantities of cans and bottles had been noted, but the sheer scale of the problem amazed all who took part. Committee member Tom Neufeld was able to borrow a large trailer, and it took two trips to dispose of the hundreds of cans and bottles, along with a variety of other rubbish. 

Young people, male and female, obviously with carry-outs, are frequently to be seen coming from  the direction of the shops, cutting up through the fence and walking at the rear of the houses at the top of Beechwood. This takes them to the area which was cleaned up, and which is obviously a preferred drinking den. Even during our clean up, a group of six, boys and girls, obviously underage, arrived with alcohol. The police were informed, but we are unaware of what, if any, action took place. These youths are not from the estate, and it is almost certain that those responsible for the mess are from other areas. Both the police and Community Wardens have been asked to monitor this site, and others around the estate, and the question of how or where they are obtaining the drink will also be investigated.

WDC supplied litter pickers,(the youths with the drink tried to steal two of them!), gloves and bags, our thanks to them. 

Eight of the volunteers were young people from the estate, and each was rewarded with a £10 gift voucher, the cost of which was borne by the community reserve account. It is good to see some public spirited youngsters, who were not afraid to get mucked in, and who did a sterling job.  
Beechwood in Bloom

Well folks, at the time of writing this it is hard to believe that summer time is here again, but we have to convince ourselves that, of course, it is. If you’re quick enough you will see the sun through the grey, so it’s time for all you green-fingered enthusiasts to grab whatever slots the weather allows to prepare for our next competition, and qualify for some lovely prizes. The judging will take place late July/early August.

Wooden half barrels are always popular with gardeners, and if you are looking for any you can call in at Auchentoshan Distillery, and purchase a super one for just £10. They are also very aromatic! If you don’t drill them for planting, they can be used to create a lovely wee pond, with perhaps a single water lily which will spread, or choose from a variety of aquatic plants from the garden centre. If you do make a pond, don’t forget to put in an escape route for any frogs which may visit.

Please call me if you have any queries regarding the competition, and happy gardening everyone.

Margaret Reid. 
Easter Race Night

Friday 3rd. April saw the Rugby Club change into an equestrian centre with the fun and games of the Association’s second race night. Fun was had by all, with some leaving with clinking pockets. There was a fairly low turnout of residents, which was disappointing, however, many thanks to those who came to join in the horse chanting, and celebrations of those winning.

The main raffle prize was a humungous Cadbury’s Easter Egg, there were scowling glances from around the room for the winner of this prize! There were, however, plenty of prizes to go round, including MP3 players, Easter eggs, a bottle of Baileys and a bottle of whisky donated by Mr & Mrs Clarke of Broomhill Crescent, many thanks to them for showing their support.

I would like to take this opportunity to reassure residents that the social committee is financially separate from the Association’s maintenance funds. The social nights are entirely funded by the income from the events.

Our next event will be a quiz night, entry fee £10 per team of four, with a first prize of £80, and £20 to the runners up. Full details to follow, watch out for the flyer coming through your letter box.

Beverly Toner  
